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Learning objectives

What we will learn in this presentation:

The reasons for the fall of the Roman Empire and 

the consequences for medicine.

What life was like in the Middle Ages.

How religion affected medical research and care 

in this period.

What treatments were available in the Middle 

Ages.

How people in the Middle Ages responded to the 

Black Death.

How Arab medicine developed during this period.
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The Roman Empire grew until it could no 

longer control its borders successfully. 

Barbarian tribes overran the western parts of 

the empire, and by AD 500 Europe consisted of 

many small, feuding tribal kingdoms. These 

kingdoms were often at war with each other.

What effects do you think these wars had on the 

benefits that the Roman Empire had brought?

The fall of the Roman Empire
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The wars meant that many of the Roman developments 

were lost. 

Roman buildings, public health

systems,

libraries and 

medical books 

were destroyed.

It was now dangerous to travel, so communications were 

limited, and there were far fewer opportunities for doctors 

to learn or train.

The fall of the Roman Empire
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education

communications

Can you explain how the factors of war, 

communications and education might have affected 

the progress of medicine at this time?

war

What happened to medical progress?
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After the Romans left Britain in AD 410, society went back 

to its pre-Roman, uncultured ways. The next 500 years 

were known as the Dark Ages.

During this time Britain experienced 

many invasions by different 

peoples, including the Saxons and 

Vikings. Some invaders took what 

they wanted and destroyed things 

they didnôt; many settled in Britain.

What medical progress or regress would you expect 

to have seen at this time?

Britain in the Dark Ages
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In 1066 the Normans invaded Britain. This period, the 

Middle Ages, brought some improvements to public 

health, travel became safer and trade increased.

For the wealthy in society, such as lords

and barons, living standards improved with 

stone-built castles and manor houses. 

For the majority, the peasants, however, 

home was usually a small house 

consisting of one room for the whole 

family. Inside it was dark, smoke-filled and 

damp. Peasants worked from dawn till 

dusk, usually in the fields, in all weathers.

What effect do you think living conditions had 

on the health of the rich and the poor?

The Normans and the Middle Ages
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After the Norman conquest 

the church also became 

wealthier and stronger all 

over Europe. 

The medieval church was a 

very powerful force during 

this time, and had a huge 

impact on the development 

of medicine.

On the next slide you will learn about the main ways 

religion affected medicine during this period. Decide 

whether the church helped or hindered medical 

development in each case.

Religion and medicine in the Middle Ages
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The Church and medicine
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Do you think that all these types of treatments 
were available to all types of people?

How were people treated for illnesses?




