Nazi Germany

How the Nazis Consolidated
their Power
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For more detailed instructions, see the Getting Started presentation.
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What we will learn in this presentation:

e How Hitler consolidated his position.

e How Hitler established a police state using
Institutions such as the SS, the SA, the Gestapo
and concentration camps.
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What problems did Hitler face? @ @

Despite being made chancellor in January 1933, Hitler's
position was by no means secure:

Click on Hindenburg, the Nazi flag or the Reichstag to find out
more.
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How Hitler overcame these problems @

When Hitler came to power, his authority was limited by

parliament and President Hindenburg. The SA were also
getting very powerful. Hitler was determined to eliminate
these obstacles.

Over the next few slides you will see how he overcame
each problem, and established complete political control
over Germany.
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The Reichstag Fire @ @

The Reichstag Fire
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How did the Reichstag Fire help Hitler? @

Hitler used the Reichstag fire to convince everyone that
there was a real threat of a communist revolution. Hitler
used the confusion and unease that people felt to
consolidate his position.

1. Emergency powers: Hitler persuaded
Hi ndenburg to pass
Protection of Peopl
ended freedom of speech, freedom of

association and freedom of the press.

2. Election success: Hitler called fresh elections. He
used his new powers to make life difficult for non-Nazi
candidates. Hitler increased his share of the vote and
thereby gave his party more power in parliament.
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The March 1933 Reichstag elections

Party Number of seats
The Nazi Party 288
Social Democrats 120
The Communist Party |81
The Centre Party /3
Others 85

Who won the 1933 election?
Did this mean that the Nazis now had complete power?

Al t hough t he

Nazi sO0 meant

N arzaiosty, the Nanoaalist h a
Party joined forces with them. Their 53 seats added to the

Hi t | er now

@seats I the Reichstag would do as Hitler wanted.
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The Enabling Act @

When the Reichstag met again after the election,
Hitler proposed a new law:

The Enabling Act: This allowed Hitler to rule
single-handed without the need for parliament.
Although intended to be temporary, Hitler now
had the power to pass any law he liked.

The only thing stopping Hitler from becoming a
dictator was President Hindenburg.
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The Enabling Act @ @

Why was the Enabling Act passed so easily?

; ‘ Click on the carrot or the stick.
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Consolidation: Gleichschaltung @

Now that Hitler had dictatorial powers, he set about
consolidating Nazi authority over the country.

Key groups such as the army and big business had to
be brought under Nazi control, and threats from within
the party also had to be addressed.

Hitler also sought to extend Nazi control to all areas of
society. Opposition was to be crushed through the
setting up of a police state.

He called this policy Gleichschaltung ( 6 coor di nat
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Consolidation of the Nazi Party @

Once Hitler was chancellor,the SATHI t | er 6s pr |
wanted him to take control of big businesses and to put the
SA in charge of the regular army.

Hitler however, did not want to lose the support of the
iIndustrialists T they had helped fund his election campaign,
and he would need them in order to start rearmament.

Hitler was also worried that the SA, led by the ambitious
Ernst Rohm, was getting too powerful, posing a threat to
his leadership.

Most army officers saw the SA as undisciplined thugs
whom they would not take orders from.

Use this information to complete

@ the table on the next slide. @
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The Night of the Long Knives @

Should Hitler side with the |s Rohm a real threat
army rather than the SA? to Hitler?

Rohm is ambitious and has
described Hitler as a 'traitor to the
movement'.
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