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Nazi Germany

Hitlerôs Rise to Power
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Learning objectives

Who Hitler was.

What Hitler brought to the Nazi Party.

How the failure of his Beer Hall Putsch helped 

Hitler.

How Hitler turned the Depression to his 

advantage.

How the Weimar government helped Hitler 

gain power.

L
e
a
rn

in
g

 o
b

je
c
ti

v
e
s What we will learn in this presentation:

© Boardworks Ltd 20062 of 18



© Boardworks Ltd 20063 of 18

Who was Hitler?
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How important do you think each event was in 

shaping Hitler?

Which factors shaped Hitler?
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What did Hitler bring to the Nazi party?
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His trial gave publicity to the Nazi movement.

He reviewed and altered his political philosophy.

In 1923, Hitler helped organise the Munich Putsch ï

an attempt to seize control of Munich.

The attempt failed dismally. 

Hitler was arrested for treason 

and thrown into prison.

However, in the long run the 

whole affair actually helped to 

strengthen his position!

We will now investigate each of these in more detail.

Photograph courtesy of the Imperial War Museum, London.

The Munich Putsch
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1. Hitlerôs trial gave publicity to the Nazi movement.

The Munich Putsch ïHitlerôs trial
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2. Hitler reviewed his political philosophy.

Whilst locked away in prison he dictated a book to one 

of his most faithful followers, Rudolf Hess.

He entitled this book Mein Kampf (My Struggle). In it, 

he developed two important principles.

The Fuhrer PrincipleïHitler argued that to be 

successful, his party needed one all-powerful leader 

(ófuhrerô) ïin other words, Hitler himself!

The Reichstag PrincipleïHitler argued that outright 

rebellion would never destroy the system. Instead, it 

would be necessary to ñhold our noses and enter the 

Reichstag [parliament]ò ïin other words, get elected 

and then destroy the system from within.

The Munich Putsch ïMein Kampf
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Despite Hitlerôs efforts, the Nazis remained a minor 

political force.

In 1924 they had 5% of the seats in the Reichstag.

In 1928 they had less than 2% ïeven the Communists 

had four times as many seats!

One reason for this was that Stresemann had helped to 

stabilize the country:

1924: Dawes Plan eases the reparations bill.

1925: Locarno Treaties improve relations with France.

1926: Germany allowed to join the League of Nations.

Continued weakness, 1924ï28
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What changed everything was the worldwide Depression.

In 1929, the 

Wall Street Crash

caused the US stock 

market to collapse.

This led to a terrible 

chain reaction that 

threw the whole world 

into an economic crisis.

Germany was hit particularly hard because the country 

had borrowed a lot of money to pay for reparations.

Impact of the Depression, 1929ï32
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The Depression spreads




